
Winchester-Homeland Municipal Advisory Council
MEETING MINUTES

Date: June 11, 2026
Place: Winchester Community Center, 32655 Haddock Street, Winchester

Call to Order: Call to order at 6:30 PM.

Pledge of allegiance.

Councilmember Roll Call:
Chair Jimmy Sheldrake, Vice Chair Grant Becklund, Secretary James Horecka, Kathryn Holmes, Juan Hernandez.

Approval of the Agenda:
Motion to approve the agenda by JH; seconded by GB. Unanimous.

Approval of the Minutes from April 9, 2026:
Motion to approve minutes by GB; seconded by KH. Unanimous.

<Pause: Melissa Morfin was running a little late… Upon her arrival, we continued.

Representative Reports:
A. Riverside County Third District Supervisorial District. Melissa Morfin:

∙ New signs (“Welcome Winchester”) have been ordered! Due in 6-8 weeks.
∙ A Community Cleanup Day is slated for August 29th, by Waste Resources.
∙ Regarding the Winchester Community Plan: Still in process. The Traffic Study should be complete around the

end of July. This will be presented to the Supervisors in the fall. A schedule should be published soon.
∙ Q (Andy Domenigoni): Re. the Community Plan, new traffic study: Will there be a nexus study? What will

the fees be? A: Morfin does not have answers at this time.
∙ Q (G. Cowdery): Issues with misdirected mail. Curious as to the mailing system of the county. When will the

county catch up with local postal zones? A: Fire responded: Regarding Structural Parcel Notices: The data-
base may be out-of-date. He gave Gregg his card to follow-up. Melissa can help.

B. Riverside Sheriff’s Office.
∙ No representative present.

C. California Highway Patrol; Deputy Rick Palomera, Public Information Officer:
∙ Stats since April: 37 crashes, 1 fatality, 2 DUI, 11 DUI arrests.
∙ The Interstate 10 Freeway Project just started.
∙ For more information, see CalTrans District 8, on line.

D. CalFire Winchester Station 34; Chris Acevedo:
∙ Stats for May: 158 calls. 102 medical, 10 traffic collisions, 9 wildfires.
∙ Construction is progressing at Fire Station 34.
∙ Q (A. Domenigoni): When will the new French Valley Fire Station open? A: Does not have that info.
∙ Q (G. Cowdery): How about Station 103? A: It’s a house at present. Team is housed elsewhere (Station 83).
∙ Q: What’s the schedule? A: About a year? Not sure.

E. Winchester-Homeland Town Association’s Land Use Committee (LUC). Cindy Domenigoni:
∙ See printed summary report.

F. Other Departments and Public Agencies:
∙ Matt Dingman, of Riverside County Fire. Mr. Dingman commented on the Hazard Reduction Department.

Brush clearance time! We’re in Zone 4. Please reach out if any concerns. They are experiencing some staff
shortage, but getting back on track.

∙ C (A. Domenigoni): Thanks for working with Agricultural landowners.
∙ Q (G. Cowdery): Have you finished second inspections? A: They are nearing the end of the second round.

∙
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New Business Item A: Markham Development Strategies, LLC:
∙ President Jeff Geist of Drill Tech presented their project: A new facility for Drill Tech, PP250033.
∙ Mr. Geist introduced their company. Fast-growing, they’ve decided to locate here! 90% new hires, incl. local.
∙ They have ~30 designers in-house; professional engineers, EITs, graduates, etc. There will also be blue-collar

work in the shops: Welders, mechanics, etc.
∙ Location: Grand Avenue at Leon, SW corner.
∙ They presented their package, which included site plan, floor plans, elevations, sections, landscape plans, etc.
∙ Q (A. Domenigoni): What is the timeline to open? A: ASAP!
∙ Q: Why not fast-track? A: The transportation took months to work through. A hurdle.
∙ The audience was excited about new employment opportunities in town. We all thanked the presenters.

New Business Item B: EPD Solutions, Inc.:
∙ Senior Project Coordinator Stefanie Petrova presented TTM39254.
∙ Petrova presented the project: 8 acres, Winchester Road at Olive. 98 single-family dwellings, in clusters. Two

house sizes: “Poppy” ~2,200 - 2,300 SF, and “Iris” ~1,500 – 2,000 SF. Each with four different elevations.
∙ Primary access will be from Olive Avenue. Emergency access from Winchester Road.
∙ The open space provided (11,312 SF) exceeds the minimum required (8,800 SF).
∙ At traffic signal will be installed at SH 79. Various street improvements to SH 79 & Olive (under discussion).
∙ They have been meeting with the Land Use Committee (LUC) a number of times. Working through various

concerns. On May 12th, the LUC published a list that included the basics and a number of concerns. At that time,
the LUC was unable to support the project: More information needed to evaluate the project. The LUC reported
on this project to the Winchester-Homeland Town Association on May 14, 2026, including the comments above.
The Board approved the LUC’s comment, dated 05/12/2026, and requested they be forwarded to the WH-MAC.

∙ On June 4, 2026, the committee chair received an email with responses from EPD Solutions. She forwarded
those to the Committee. The LUC has not had a meeting to discuss the responses.

∙ A brief submitted to the WH-MAC dated June 11th informed us of the above. The memo stated that the main
concerns of the Land Use Committee remain safety and traffic circulation.

∙ Next steps: Application processing through the County.
∙ Q: Will there be an HOA? A: Yes.
∙ Q: What is the price range expected to be? A: From the $400K thru mid 600k.
∙ C (Cowdery): This project is in the HHDR zone. (The project does meet the high-density numbers.)
∙ Q: For CEQA, a Negative Declaration? A: No. Tier off the General Plan EIR.
∙ C (Cowdery): Concern that kids going to school would have to walk a dirt path.
∙ Q (A. Domenigoni): Any CalTrans comments? A: None, other than the emergency access at  SH 79.
∙ C (Sheldrake): The LUC still has concerns. Work through their comments. EPD sent responses to LUC.
∙ Q (J. Hernandez): Was there a traffic study? A: Yes.
∙ Q (A. Domenigoni): Will SH 79 be widened? A: The whole intersection will be addressed, with transitions. Al-

so dedicating additional right-of-way on that side of SH 79.
∙ C (Cowdery): Olive is a county-maintained dirt road (at present).
∙ The audience thanked the presenters.

Public Comments:
· None.

Councilmember Reports and Comments:
· None.

Adjourn Meeting:
· The next WH-MAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 13, 2026, 6:30 PM, at the Community Center.
· The WH-MAC adjourned at 7:30 PM.


